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Discover the first major reference work to
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cover the full field of diachronic linguistics

Diachronic linguistics is the study of the ways in which
language changes over time. Sometimes conflated with
historical linguistics (which is concerned with the specific
synchronic changes in the development of specific
languages), diachronic linguistics is uniquely concerned
with the mechanisms and underlying processes that
allow for language to change over time.
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A new entry into the Wiley Blackwell Companions to Linguistics series

A Companion to Diachronic Linguistics is the first ever major reference work to offer a view of the full field of
diachronic linguistics with careful attention paid to the implications of this study for other fields of linguistics,
including:

* phonetics * syntax + psycholinguistics
+ phonology * semantics + computational linguistics
* morphology * pragmatics + other disciplines such as psychology, sociology,

anthropology, and biology

Featuring chapters which combine theory with case studies, this text demonstrates the many ways in which
theory can inform research practice. Case studies offer insights into the diachronic analysis of unique languages
and language families from around the world, including sign language, as well as studies which explore the basic
issues and primary features of diachronic research. Divided into five volumes and featuring over 150 chapters,
each authored by a leading scholar or small team of scholars, this reference work promises to stand as a
historically significant contribution to linguistic scholarship

A must-read text for all involved in the field of linguistics

Ideal for undergraduate, post-graduate, graduate students, and scholars in all fields of linguistics (and with
interdisciplinary interests in history, anthropology, sociology, statistics, and human evolution), this major
reference work provides a fascinating in-depth view into one of the most rapidly moving fields of linguistics.
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